
 

 

Speakers 

~ Joshua Austin – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO: Joshua Austin, DDS maintains a full time restorative dentistry private practice in San Antonio, 

Texas. He is an editorial director and columnist for Dental Economics focusing on dental products and 

technology. Dr. Austin lectures around the country to study clubs and dental meetings about these topics 

along with online reputation management and social media. Dr. Austin is a graduate of the University of 

Texas Health Science Center at San Antonio Dental School and spent five years post graduation as faculty 

in the Department of Restorative Dentistry. His approach to his "Pearls for your Practice" column is a 

fresh approach in today's commercial driven dental journalism. When you read a "Pearl," rest assured that you are getting an 

honest evaluation of a product, which was used by Dr. Austin in clinical practice on a patient. 

 

~Lionel Candelaria – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker  

BIO: Lionel Candelaria is in private group practice with the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Associates of New 

Mexico. He attended the University of Missouri at Kansas City, where he received his dental degree in 1985, 

followed by a one-year General Practice Residency at Balboa Naval Hospital, San Diego, California. After two 

operational tours with the Navy, was accepted into an Oral and Maxillofacial surgery residency program at the 

University of Tennessee, Memphis. He retired from the US Navy as a Captain in 2005. He is a Diplomate of 
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the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial surgery and a Diplomate, American Dental Society of Anesthesia. Current committee 

appointments: AAOMS Committee on Health Care, Consultant to the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services Relative Update 

Committee, 5th year Board examiner and Item writer for the American Board of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery, Oral and 

Maxillofacial Surgery Foundation Ambassador, Committee on governmental affairs Political Action Network, and Albuquerque 

District Dental society board member. Dr. Candelaria has published and lectured extensively in specialty of dentistry.  

 

Dr. Candelaria practices the full scope of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at with a special emphasis on cleft palate and dentofacial 

deformities. He has been on cleft palate teams since 1985 while affiliated with the University Tennessee, Balboa Naval Hospital in 

San Diego California and in private practice in New Mexico. His practice is currently involved with outreach to care for Native 

American children in New Mexico. He has been on humanitarian medical-dental missions to remote areas of Ghana and Thailand. 

He provided hurricane disaster relief in Texas Gulf Coast, flood disaster relief in Iowa City, Iowa and multiple habitat for humanity 

missions to Tectae and Puerto Nuevo, Mexico. He is currently undertaking a pioneering project in New Mexico to establish the 

first Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery residency program at the University of New Mexico Hospital. The program will actively address 

the critical access to care in maxillofacial trauma, pathology and reconstruction in New Mexico. 
 

 

~Anthony Cardoza – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker  

BIO: Dr. Cardoza began his affiliation with the San Diego County Medical Examiner in 1992 under the 

mentorship of Dr. Norman Sperber. Dr. Cardoza is a Diplomate of the American Board of Forensic 

Odontology (ABFO), a Fellow of the American Academy of Forensic Sciences (AAFS), a member of the 

American Society of Forensic Odontology (ASFO) and the California Society of Forensic Dentistry (CSFD). Dr. 

Cardoza serves as a forensic dental consultant for the Office of the Medical Examiner, County of San Diego, 

Office of the Coroner, County of Imperial, Office of the Coroner, County of Riverside, California Department 

of Justice in Sacramento, the San Diego Police Department and the San Diego County Sheriffs Department. 

He is also the Member of the California Dental Identification Team (CalDIT) and the California Office of Emergency Services 

(CalOES). 

 

Dr. Cardoza maintains a busy forensic caseload due to the San Diego and Imperial Counties proximity to the Mexican border. He 

has performed numerous postmortem dental examinations, comparisons and identifications and most recently was involved with 

the identifications of victims of the Southern California wildfire disasters. Dr. Cardoza is a 1985 graduate of Northwestern University 

Dental School and maintains a general dental practice in Santee (San Diego County) California. 

 

  



~Raymond Choi – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker  

BIO: Dr. Raymond Choi graduated from Pomona College and USC School of Dentistry and has been practicing 

general dentistry with emphasis on dental implants in Tustin, CA. He has taught at USC as an Assistant Clinical 

Professor for 10 years in the department of Dental Medicine. Dr. Choi was one of the first dentists in the west 

coast to do denture stabilization using mini dental implants and has been teaching mini implant dentistry in 

US and abroad for over 16 years. He has performed Live Patient Mini Implant Surgery at 2012 ADA Conference 

in San Francisco. He has presented in major dental meetings including ADA (in 2012, 2013 & 2014), CDA 

(2013 & 2017). Hinman (2016) and AGDs as well as many other dental societies. 

 

He is a Fellow of International Congress of Implant Dentists (ICOI) and a credentialed member of American Academy of Implant 

Dentistry (AAID). He currently offers 2 Day Comprehensive Mini Implant Course at Glidewell International Technology Center. 
 

 

 

~ Joseph Griego – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO: Joseph Griego is the founder and owner of CAREtactics CPR, a medical instruction company. Joseph is 

26 years old and was born and raised in the beautiful north valley of Albuquerque, New Mexico. After 

serving in the US Navy, Joseph has taken on careers as both an Albuquerque area Firefighter and a local 

Police Officer. Joseph is a proud father who spends his time coaching his sons little league team and 

volunteering as a coach for Special Olympics. Joseph's vision for CAREtactics is to provide members of his 

community with the skills and knowledge necessary to react in an emergency situation so we have a safer 

environment for all.   
  

 

 

~ Bernadette Jojola – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO: Bernadette Jojola, CDA, has worked with Quality Health Management, providing instruction in many of 

the Continuing Education courses, for many years.  She has a passion for teaching and helps individuals in 

acquiring knowledge in Dental Radiography to enable one to challenge the Radiation Health and Safety, 

Infection Control and General Chairside Assisting Exams administered by the Dental Assisting National Board. 

 
 

  



~Joe Kan – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker  

BIO: Dr. Kan completed in Prosthodontics and Implant Dentistry from Loma Linda University School of 

Dentistry.  He is a Professor and maintains a private practice limited to Prosthodontics and Implant 

surgery.  He is on the Editorial Board of The International Journal of Periodontics and Restorative Dentistry, 

and The European Journal of Esthetic Dentistry.  Dr. Kan honors include the Best Research Award from the 

Academy of Osseointegration in 1997, the Judson Hinckey Award from the Journal of Prosthetic Dentistry 

in 2003 and the Robert James Implant Achievement Award in 2005.  Besides lecturing nationally and 

internationally, he has published over 70 articles in reference journals and chapters in textbooks with 

emphasis on periodontal tissue management, immediate tooth replacement and treatment planning on 

implant esthetics. 
 

~Jim McKee – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker  

BIO:  Jim McKee has been in private practice since 1984 in Downers Grove, Illinois and sees a wide variety of 

patients ranging from simple to very complex cases requiring an interdisciplinary approach.  Jim is a member 

of the American Academy of Restorative Dentistry and a past-president of the American Equilibration Society.  

He has been a faculty member at the Dawson Academy and the Pankey Institute and lectured both nationally 

and internationally for over 25 years. Jim directs several study clubs and is a visiting faculty member at the 

Piper Education and Research Center in St. Petersburg, Florida and Spear Education in Scottsdale, Arizona. 

 

 

~Michael Moxey – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO: Michael brings over 20 years of communications, broadcasting and government experience to his 

position at the NMDA.  His background includes holding the position of Public Information Officer for 

the New Mexico Economic Development Department, Director of Charitable Giving and Communications 

for Charter Bank, and a dozen years as an award-winning broadcaster in Albuquerque and Austin.  In 

his spare time he records and performs music with his band, can be heard on commercial 

radio/television voiceovers, and is an avid photographer.    
 

 

 

  



~ Robert Peskin – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO:  Dr. Robert M. Peskin graduated from Stony Brook University School of Dental Medicine in 1977. 

He subsequently completed General Practice and Dental Anesthesiology Residencies at Long Island Jewish 

Medical Center. Since 1983, he has maintained a private dental anesthesiology practice devoted primarily 

to the management of the anxious, apprehensive and special needs patient in Garden City, New York. 

In addition, he provides in-office anesthesia for other dentists throughout the Greater New York 

metropolitan area.  

 

Dr. Peskin’s interest in professional liability insurance began in the mid-1980’s amidst the malpractice insurance crisis that 

ultimately led to the creation of the claims-made coverage that is the market standard today. During that time, he lectured 

frequently on malpractice insurance in general and in particular on its impact on coverage for dentists administering anesthesia. 

In 1986, he began a 16-year tenure on the New York State Dental Association’s (NYSDA) Council on Insurance. Since 1995 he has 

presented the NYSDA-endorsed Risk Management® program more than 100 times throughout New York State.   Most recently he 

was elected to the Board of Directors of Special Care Dentistry Association. 

 

 

~Jessica Rector – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker  

BIO: As a former TV talk show host, Jessica knows the power of not just asking questions…but asking the 

right questions. After all the right questions lead to better answers which give you the power to make real 

change in your organization and life.  

 

From nervously giving her last presentation for her MBA to now speaking in front of thousands, Jessica knows 

firsthand how to turn self-doubt into confidence which impacts everything. Through attempting suicide as a 

teen, shame around being a single mom in her thirties, and a brother who died by suicide, Jessica knows how 

struggles can hold you back, prohibit reaching goals, and keep you stagnant if you let them. She uses her 

personal stories and experience to help audience members have courageous conversations, starting with the dialogue they have 

with themselves first.  

 

 

Jessica has a rare combination of energy, vulnerability and authenticity when she speaks and consults, creating connection and 

massive impact on the spot. Her presentations include her own research that demonstrates the power of inner conversations on 

productivity, communication, relationships, and health. Audience members leave wowed and with actionable, proven steps to 

implement right away.  When she isn’t traveling around the world speaking, Jessica loves adventures, traveling and being goofy 

and having fun with her young son. Every day and most conversations are an adventure with a four-year-old. 
 

 
 



~Charles Tatlock – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker  

BIO:  Dr. Charles Tatlock was born in Asunción, Paraguay and also lived in Buenos Aires, Argentina during 

his youth. He earned his undergraduate degree in Spanish from Texas Christian University in Ft. Worth, TX.  

Dr. Tatlock then obtained his dental degree from Baylor College of Dentistry in Dallas, TX (now part of the 

Texas A&M University Health Sciences Center system) in 1980. As a general dentist, he has practiced in private 

practice, community health centers, and academic settings. He joined the University of New Mexico Department 

of Surgery, Division of Dental Services in 1999, which has now become the Department of Dental Medicine at 

UNM. He earned his Masters in Public Health (MPH) degree from UNM in 2003. 

 

~Stephen Wagner – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO: Dr. Stephen Wagner, a Diplomate of the American Board of Prosthodontics, a Fellow of the Academy of 

Maxillofacial Prosthetics and a Fellow of the Academy of Prosthodontics, is currently in his 39th year of 

private practice in Albuquerque, New Mexico. 

 

He received his dental degree from the University of Southern California School of Dentistry and his prosthodontic 

training from MD Anderson Hospital in Houston, Texas. Dr. Wagner serves on the Review Board of the 

International Journal of Oral and Maxillofacial Implants, the Board of Directors of the American College of Prosthodontists 

and is Editor of the ACP Board Study Guide. Steve is a Key Opinion Leader for both Dentsply Sirona Prosthetics and Global 

Dental Science, the home of the Avadent digital denture. 

 

Dr. Wagner was awarded the prestigious 2014 Private Practice Award by the American College of Prosthodontists. 

Dental images taken by Dr. Wagner have been used in medical and dental textbooks and by the New York Times, 

ABC News, Newsweek, and The American Dental Association in the Journal of the American Dental Association, 

ADA educational pamphlets, on the ADA web site. 

 

 

~ John Weston – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO: Dr. Weston is a native Californian who received his doctorate from Oklahoma University in 1989 and graduated with OKU. 

Honors. As a commissioned officer in the US Navy, He completed a General Practice Residency at Naval 

Hospital, San Diego and served independent duty in support of Desert Storm. Dr Weston has earned the 

credential of “Accredited Fellow” by the American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry (AACD), an honor shared by 

fewer than 75 clinicians world-wide. DR. Weston is past Chair of the AACD Professional Education Committee 

and has served two terms as an elected member to the Board of Directors. He is currently an active 

Accreditation and Fellowship Examiner and served four years on the American Board of Cosmetic Dentistry. 

He is an opinion leader for multiple dental companies, lectures nationally and internationally, has published 

numerous articles, evaluates new dental products and has been practicing in La Jolla for over 25 years with an emphasis in 

reconstructive and digital esthetic dentistry. He is owner and director of “Scripps Center for Dental Care”, a unique multi-specialty 

dental center located At Scripps Memorial Hospital, La Jolla CA 

 



~ Dewitt Wilkerson – Fiesta NMDA: Celebrate Oral Health – Speaker 

BIO: Dr. Wilkerson focuses his clinical practice, research, and teaching on the topics of Restorative 

Dentistry, Occlusal Problems, TM Disorders, Dental Sleep Medicine, and Oral & Systemic Health.   

  

He is a frequent lecturer at dental meetings around the United States including the ADA National Meeting, 

American Academy of Cosmetic Dentistry National Meeting, Hinman Dental Congress, Greater New York 

Dental Meeting, California Dental Association, Southwest Dental Congress, Yankee Dental Congress, Rocky 

Mountain Dental Conference, Chicago MidWinter Meeting, Star of the North Conference, CMDA National 

Conference, and state meetings in over 35 states.   He is a frequent speaker for national, regional, state, 

and local dental study clubs. 

  

He has taught over 600 days of lectures and hands on courses for the Dawson Academy in Florida, Virginia, Los Angeles, Chicago, 

Denver, Liverpool England, and Tokyo Japan.  He has guest lectured internationally in England, Scotland, Italy, Greece, Croatia, 

Romania, Kenya, Nicaragua, and Panama. 

  

Dr. Wilkerson and Pat have both served as Teaching Leaders for Bible Study Fellowship International, in the Tampa Bay area. 

They participate in dental mission’s trips in Eastern Europe, Africa, and Central America. 
 

 

 

 


